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Release
To prepare for release of a shipment, the customs broker checks the information and documents provided by the importer, shipper and carrier, obtains any additional permits required and sends them to the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA). 
To maximize efficiencies, a growing number of importers use the Canada Border Services Agency’s (CBSA’s) expedited release programs such as the Pre-Arrival Review System (PARS). This enables the carrier to send advance electronic information and be ready for clearance before arriving at the border.
The release process may also vary with the mode of transportation -- truck, air, courier, ocean or rail.  
In the fall of 2005, the CBSA will require that all commodities be classified at the time of release, which has traditionally been part of the accounting process. 
Accounting
Within 5 days of the release, the customs broker must prepare and submit a customs entry to the CBSA providing more detailed information. This includes a B3 form that contains detailed information about the goods as well as how much duty and tax is owed.
The amount of duty owed depends on the tariff classification, also called the H.S. (Harmonized System) code, an international numbering system that contains about 5,000 article descriptions.  To help classify a particular commodity, importers must know:
	
	-
	a complete description of the article, including the material from which it is made

	
	-
	how the article will be used in Canada

	
	-
	the legislation, rules and guidelines for the classification of goods


As part of its transition to requiring full classification on release, the CBSA now requires five lines of H.S. code before release. 
Before duty can be calculated, importers must establish the commercial value of their goods, in other words what the price paid would be when sold for export. Various methods of calculating this price are used.
To determine whether preferential tariff treatment applies, Certificates of Origin must be supplied.
For more detailed information, please refer to Your Guide to Understanding Canadian Import Requirements.

